Read our story

“ It’s great to see our turbine turning on
a horrid wet, windy day and making us
money. Every farm should have one!”
THE MCGOWANS’ GAIA-WIND TURBINE POWERS THEIR WATER BORE HOLE; CATTLE SHEDS;
AND FARMHOUSE AND HAS GIVEN THEM CONTROL OVER THEIR RISING ELECTRICITY BILLS.

Read more on how the McGowans’ turbine has
reduced their energy bills and provides an
additional business income:

www.gaia-wind.com/the-mcgowans

Purchased turbine: March 2010, Average annual energy production: 21,170 kWh, Predicted payback period: 5-6 years

The McGowans, Blairgowrie, Scotland

“

We own a mixed livestock and arable farm in Perthshire, Scotland.
About two years ago we decided to lower our carbon footprint and
reduce our energy costs. We thought a wind turbine may offer a
solution. Being able to take control over a variable cost such as rising
electricity bills was a big motivation.
We have installed a Gaia-Wind turbine which powers a water bore
hole supplying four farms with water, including the cattle sheds and
the farmhouse.
Choosing a small wind turbine
We have a low wind speed site of 4.9m/s (11mph) and discovered
that the Gaia-Wind 133-11kW was the best suited turbine for these
conditions. It has a proven track record and after visiting several other
makes of turbine also seemed the quietest.
Reliability was very important and having Gaia-Wind technicians able
to service and maintain the turbine locally was a great selling point.
Making money, even on a bad day
Since it was installed our turbine has produced an average of 21,170
kWh per year providing substantial feed-in tariff payments. About 73%
of this energy is used on the farm and the rest is sold to the national
grid. Our electricity bills have reduced by nearly a third and the extra
income has helped us enormously in making farm improvements.
We are very happy with the turbine. It doesn’t bother our animals, and
it’s great to see it turning on a horrid wet, windy day and making us
money. Every farm should have one!
This experience has really sold us on the idea of renewable energy,
and our plan is now to install a biomass heating system in a shed that
we’re converting into a self-catering unit.
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